
M erry Christmas and Happy New Year from the 

Drosts! We had an enjoyable 2013! Here are some 

of the highlights: 

     Paige is 5 and started Kindergarten this fall. She loves 

going to school, but it wears her out some days. Her     

favorite things at school are recess and P.E. Dad is     

holding out hope one of his kids will share his love of         

athletics, so maybe she will be the one. She is learning 

how to read and reminding us how 

funny the English language is. She 

was sick one day, and wrote a note to 

her teacher that said, “I mist you.” 

Paige also played soccer in the spring 

and enjoys Sparks at church. 

     Morgan just turned 8 and is loving 

2nd grade! She loves math and music 

the best at school. Morgan loves to 

sing and made her stage debut last 

winter in a local performance of the 

children’s musical 

The Secret Garden. 

She played softball in 

the spring and also 

enjoyed theater camp 

and Girl Scout camp 

during summer. She is 

also in Sparks. 

     Andrew is 9 and in 

4th grade. He, too, enjoys school, 

with math and science at the top of 

his list. He still loves video games, 

with Minecraft on the top of that list 

right now. He is in Cub Scouts and 

played baseball in the spring. He is 

in T&T at our church.  

     Cori was a little lost at the begin-

ning of the school year with all 

three kids in school. She 

has enjoyed the chance to 

tackle a few projects 

around the house, but not 

nearly as many as she had 

hoped. She writes regu-

larly at The Journey, a site 

started with a friend to en-

courage women to make 

improvements to their health. She also very recently 

started a part time job as a secretary in a law office. She is 

still learning the ropes there, but she is enjoying it so far 

and the hours (three days a week during school hours) are 

perfect. 

     Ben is still an engineering supervisor at Musco and is 

enjoying his job most days. He will soon be wrapping up 

his six-year term as the Fellowship Deacon at our church, 

and he continues to serve as the Oskaloosa Church 

League Softball President. He should invent an indoor 

softball league so he can play year-round. And, even 

though the Cardinals didn’t win the World Series this 

year, Ben enjoyed attending Game 5 with a friend.  

     Ben and Cori enjoyed (really!)  

finishing a Warrior Dash in Septem-

ber. Ben also completed the Dam to 

Dam 20K on his birthday in June.  

     Instead of one big vacation this 

year we took two extended weekend 

trips. We dubbed it St Louis vs.    

Chicago, going to St. Louis in July 

and Chicago in August. We’re not 

sure which is our favorite, as we had 

a great time in each city. It 

was nice to be in familiar St. 

Louis but also fun to explore 

Chicago, a first for the kids. 

We went to baseball games 

in each city, of course, and 

saw lots of sights. 

     Ben and Cori also had a 

little anniversary escape/

work trip to California in 

September. Ben had to do 

some work at the Rose Bowl 

and Cori went along for the 

ride. We enjoyed seeing 

Cori’s Grandma Telliard and 

some other family, while 

also enjoying some time to-

gether and getting to see the  

beach. 

     We said goodbye to Ben’s 

Grandma Van Utrecht in March. 

She is missed by all who knew 

her. The kids welcomed a new 

uncle to the family in June when 

Cori’s sister got married. We also welcomed a new 

nephew in November, as Cori’s brother and his wife had a 

baby boy named Blake.  

     We hope this letter finds you enjoying the season and 

we wish you a wonderful 2014!  

 

     Love, 

             Ben, Cori, Andrew, Morgan & Paige    
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