
G reetings from Oskaloosa, Iowa! Every 

year this letter tradition is debated, and 

every year it is determined to be worthwhile, if 

only for our own memory keeping. 

     This year has really been a fun one for our 

family! We continue to search for that “Pause” 

button for life, as we’re loving the ages and 

stages of our kids, but we also enjoy watching 

them grow up and learn new things. 

     Andrew is 7 and in second grade. 

He still likes school, but he seems to 

cheer a little louder for days off 

lately. When he’s home, he enjoys 

playing video games and anything to 

do with Star Wars or Legos. He is in 

Cub Scouts and played Little League 

T-ball in the summer. He’s also in 

Sparks, a Wednesday night 

program at our church. 

     Morgan just turned 6 and 

started Kindergarten this 

fall. She loves school and 

has been learning how to 

read, which is always very 

exciting! She’s still our fun-loving 

girl and likes to sing and dance 

around the house. She played T-ball 

on the same team as Andrew in the 

summer. And she’s also in Sparks at 

our church. 

     Paige is 3 and is still asking when 

she gets to go to school. She 

doesn’t like to miss out on 

what her brother and sister are 

doing. She loves being Mom’s 

helper with baking, cooking 

and cleaning. Some of her 

“cleaning” might actually 

make more of a mess, but we appre-

ciate her initiative. She also enjoys 

Story Time at the library, Kidshine 

(the kids program at the mom’s 

group Cori attends), and Cubbies on 

Wednesday nights at church.  

     Cori is still enjoying her time as a 

stay-at-home mom, although she’s finding her job hasn’t 

become easier with two kids in school. She has been a Bi-

ble study leader at our church and enjoys the mom’s 

group she is a part of. She keeps trying to find more time 

for her interests in photography, crafty things and writing. 

     Ben is still working for Musco Lighting as an applica-

tion engineering supervisor. He serves as Fellow-

ship Deacon at our church, and still coaches and 

serves as president of our city’s church softball 

league. He and Cori serve together in our church as 

leaders of a life group (small group) and with T&T, 

a Wednesday night program for 3rd-5th graders. 

     We’ve done an unusual amount of travel this 

year. Ben has traveled more for work, and we had 

some fun trips as a couple and a fam-

ily. 

     Cori’s brother and sister were both 

living in China last spring, so we fig-

ured it was a once-in-a-lifetime chance 

to travel there in March. Imagine try-

ing to see all of the U.S. in 10 days, 

and you can imagine our whirlwind 

tour. We saw Dalian (where Craig 

& Nicki lived for 1 1/2 years), 

Beijing, Hangzhou (where Jamie 

studied for a semester) and 

Shanghai. 

     As a family, we drove to Flor-

ida in August. It was such a fun 

trip! We spent a couple days in 

Orlando at Disney parks, a couple 

days in Naples seeing the ocean 

and boating with Ben’s Uncle Ed & 

Aunt Annie, and a couple days 

catching a baseball game in Miami 

and driving to Key West.  

     Later in August, we spent a weekend 

in St. Louis, catching some baseball 

games and going to the Magic House. 

Ben & Cori also had the fun opportunity 

to go to St. Louis in October for Game 1 

of the World Series! It was fun to cheer 

the Cardinals to victory in person! It was 

quite exciting that the team went on to 

win the World Series!  

     It seems every year the kids gain a 

cousin or two or more. This year, we 

were excited to welcome our first nephew on the Baumer 

side of the family. Samuel (“Sammy”) was born in May 

to Craig & Nicki. We got to meet him in August, and now 

we enjoy Facebook photos of him from Israel where they 

now live.  

     We hope this letter finds you enjoying this holiday 

season! We wish you a Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year! 
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