
H ello from Oskaloosa! We hope this letter finds 

you enjoying the holiday season and looking    

forward to the new year.  

     We’ve had a busy year, particularly 

with the addition of Paige to our family. 

She was born July 18 and is five months 

old. She missed sharing a birthday with 

Andrew by six days. She is developing a 

sweet personality and is doing all of the 

things that babies do. Her latest milestones 

include rolling around, laughing and      

getting some teeth. She’s quite intrigued 

with her older siblings, and we’re not sure 

what to expect once she is able to join them 

on their adventures. Her siblings are pretty 

excited to have a baby sister, too.  

     Morgan just turned three and celebrated 

with a princess party. She loves princesses, 

dancing, cute shoes and clothing, and all 

things girl! She also likes to play in the 

sand box and dig in the dirt, so at least 

she’s well-rounded. She’s definitely a          

fun-loving girl and can be found trying to keep 

up with Andrew. Her imagination and         

conversations are catching up with his, which 

makes for lively playtime in our house. Lately 

she wants to help out around the house and can 

often be heard saying, “Can I help?” Now that 

she’s three, she gets to attend Sunday School, 

which is exciting for her.  

     Andrew is four and has had lots of new 

experiences in the last year. He played   

T-ball in the summer and started          

preschool in the fall. He loves school and 

has been learning all sorts of new things. 

He says his favorite thing about school is 

playing with his friends. He was a little sad to 

have two weeks off for Christmas break. He 

also continues to enjoy Cubbies and Sunday 

School at church. He recently participated in 

his first children’s Christmas program at our 

church and did a great job! He also enjoys 

learning how to play video games with his 

Dad.  

     Cori continues to stay home with the 

kids and is glad for the opportunity,      

although there are days she feels like   

waving a white flag when Ben gets home! 

Mothers everywhere wear lots of hats. 

Some of Cori’s favorites include librarian, 

photographer and construction worker (train tracks, 

Legos, Lincoln Logs, etc.) Some of her least favorites 

are referee, jailer, sanitation engineer and night 

watchman.☺Cori continues to serve often in 

our church and has taken up blogging (http://

drostdigest.wordpress.com). Her goals for the 

new year include finding free time for reading 

and scrapbooking.  

     Ben continues to enjoy his job with Musco 

Sports Lighting. He’s been a manager for a 

year now and really likes that aspect of his job. 

He still gets to work on some interesting light-

ing design projects and do some traveling, too. 

This year he’s been to Los Angeles (Dodger 

Stadium), Puerto Rico, Pennsylvania, South 

Dakota, Kansas, Montana and Illinois. He took 

on a new role at our church this year, serving 

as Fellowship Deacon. He leads a team of   

people who help plan fun events for the church. 

It’s been a good position for him. Also at 

church, he and Cori taught the 1st & 2nd Grade 

Sunday School class until Paige was born and   

continue serving as leaders for the 3rd-6th grade 

Awana group on Wednesday nights. Ben is also 

serving as president of the church softball league in 

our community. That adds some fun to his favorite 

summer activity.  

     We didn’t do much traveling as a family this 

year. However, in April Ben and Cori escaped to 

Chicago for a weekend while the kids headed to 

Grandma and Grandpa Baumer’s. That helped 

us take another baseball stadium off our list as 

we saw a game at the White Sox ballpark. It was 

raining and in the 30s, so we decided the next 

time we catch a game in April we’ll head south! 

Actually, cold, rainy weather hampered several 

activities we had hoped to do, but it was still nice to 

get away.  

     We’re running out of space, so we’ll stop and 

wish you a wonderful new year filled with many 

blessings! Happy Holidays! 

 

     Love, 

             Ben, Cori, Andrew, Morgan & Paige    
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