
had grown tired of. Our gasoline 

bills have dropped dramatically! 

We also feel more like we belong 

to a community where we can get 

involved and get to know more 

people. 

     Ben is still hard at work in the 

engineering department at Musco 

Lighting. He enjoys the chal-

lenges of his job and the variety 

of projects he gets to work on. He 

also has a fun group of co-

workers, so that makes things 

enjoyable, too. 

     Much of our fun for the year 

revolved around sports. We 

picked a bad year to get season 

tickets to Iowa State football 

games (the team kind of stunk), 

but we had a good time tailgat-

ing with friends before all of 

the games. 

     We also decided to work on 

our goal of seeing baseball games 

in every Major League stadium. 

We saw 17 games (all but two 

involving the St. Louis Cardinals) 

in Milwaukee, Chicago, New 

York, Boston, Kansas City and 

St. Louis. Strangely, at the begin-

ning of the season we seemed to 

bring rain wherever we went. We 

even threw in a Memorial Day 

weekend trip with Musco to a 

Nascar race in North Carolina. 

The race was called at the half-

way point because of rain, of 

course! 

     Our big trip was to New York 

City and Boston, where besides 

the baseball games, we saw all of 

the tourist attractions we could 

cram into one week. We loved 

NYC and hope to go back. 

H ello and Merry Christmas! 

We hope this finds you in 

good health and able to relax 

during the busy holiday season. 

     We’ve really had a fun year 

with many changes and bless-

ings. In July, Cori resigned from 

her job at the Associated Press 

in Des Moines and started a new 

job at our church in Oskaloosa. 

Her title is “ministry administra-

tor,” and she does a variety of 

projects, including the church  

newsletter and other publica-

tions, an upcoming web site, and 

various administrative duties.  

     One of the biggest blessings 

of Cori’s new job is that now we 

both work in the same town! We 

bought our first house and 

moved from Monroe to Oska-

loosa in September. (See a pic-

ture and our new address at the 

right.) We appreciate our three 

to five minute commutes instead 

of the 35+ minute commutes we 
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Our new house in Oskaloosa. 

Yankee Stadium … in the rain! 

     One of the reasons we went so 

many places is that we were hop-

ing it might be our last summer 

as just the two of us ... And our 

most exciting news of the year is 

that we are expecting! The due 

date is July 11, and we are look-

ing forward to welcoming a little 

one to our home!  

     So, needless to say, 2004 will 

bring many changes to our lives 

(and probably fewer baseball 

games). We are excited to see 

what new adventures parenthood 

will bring. And we trust God will 

guide us along the way. We also 

pray that you will have a great 

holiday season and a wonderful 

start to the new year! 

 

             Love, 

                  Ben & Cori 


